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The     day     of  
 

 

resurrection  



 

 ñI have seen the Lord!ò (John 20:18)  On that first Easter Sunday 

morning, Mary Magdalene is filled with joy and runs to tell the disciples 

that Jesus has risen from the dead and that she has seen Him!  Imagine her 

joy and her excitement!  Have you seen the Lord?  Are you experiencing 

His amazing presence and love right now as you read this newsletter? 

 Jesus told us that through the Holy Spirit we may always experience 

His powerful, loving presence with us.  Many of us are participating in a Bible Study enti-

tled:  Believing God.  One of our daily exercises is to notice and be thankful for the amaz-

ing moments of Godôs presence with us- times when we can see the Lord!  These mo-

ments may be times in our day when things that happen are more than coincidences.  I call 

these experiences ñGod-incidencesò.  These moments may be ñah-haò, ñnow I get itò 

times of revelation of who God is and Godôs amazing love.  These moments may be when 

we hear God speaking to us through His Word, or through other Christians or through our 

circumstances.  Beth Moore, the writer of the course calls these GodSpots- an acronym for 

ñSavoring the Observable Presenceò.  She writes, ñwhen God makes Himself observable, 

we want to stop and take noticeéto say to ourselves, ñThatôs God!  Stop and savor the 

moment!ò 

 A GodSpot for me was new insight into Eph 1:18-19:  ñéI pray also that the eyes 

of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 

called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great 

power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength which he 

exerted in Christ when he raised him from the deadéò 

 When I began to realize that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is 

given to me and to you and to everyone who believeséto His ChurchéI fell to my knees 

and asked God to forgive me for living 60 years and not realizing that He desires to give 

me this gift.  I asked God to forgive me for not accepting the gift and unwrapping it and 

using that which God is giving me.  God has forgiven me for putting His gift of grace on 

the shelf for so many years, but now I too have seen the Lord!  Like Mary Magdalene, I 

too am filled with joy because He Lives and the same power that raised Him from the 

dead is given to us, His Body, His Church! 

 I believe God! 

 I believe God is who He says He is!  I believe God can do what He says He can do!  

I believe I am who God says I am!  I believe I can do all things through Christ!  I believe 

the Word of God is active and alive in me!  I believe God! 
 

In Christôs Amazing Grace, 

Pastor Naomi 
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Tom Temofonte came to our church over nine years ago as our Praise Leader.  He came with years of experience 

leading bands and continued developing his leadership while serving .  He has always been eager to try new 

ways of  evangelism, such as a coffee house which the church offered for many months.  The faith of those who 

attended was strengthened.  During his time here, Tom has had a great deepening of his love for the Lord which 

has been so evident to all who know him.  He will continue to be a vital part of a praise band that regularly takes 

worship to a prison as a  powerful ministry.  Tom has blessed our congregation many times with his voice and 

has always made himself available for anything that needed to be done. He has been a great encourager and 

spiritual leader for those in the church.  Tom leaves us to take a full time position as director of music and wor-

ship at a sister Methodist Church. Our prayers and best wishes go with Tom as he follows God's leading.   

 

On  March 14, 2010, in a service of prayer and blessing, we anointed Tom with oil, laid hands on him and 

prayed:  ñIn the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we commend Tom to proclaiming the Gospel of Christ 

through music and speech.ò  Our hearts rejoice with him as he follows Jesus, makes disciples and transforms the 

world.  We pray that Tom will continually be filled and refilled with the Holy Spirit and experience the anointing 

of God throughout his ministry.   Tom sang a song as a gift/blessing to us, his church family.  These words cap-

ture Tomôs heart for the Lord and the Body of Christ. 

 

The Words I Would Say 

 

ñThree in the morning, and Iôm still awake.  So I picked up a pen and a page and I started 

writing just what Iôd say if we were face to face.  Iôd tell you just what you mean to me.  Iôd 

tell you these simple truths:  Be strong in the Lord and never give up hope.  Youôre going to 

do great things, I already know.  Godôs got His hand on you so, donôt live life in fear.  For-

give and forget, but donôt forget why youôre here.  Take your time and pray- these are the 

words I would say. 

 Last time we spoke, you said you were hurting and I felt your pain in my heart.  I 

want to tell you that I keep on praying that love will find you where you are.  I know ócause 

Iôve already been there, so please hear these simple truths: Be strong in the Lord and never 

give up hope.  Youôre going to do great things, I already know.  Godôs got His hand on you 

so, donôt live life in fear.  Forgive and forget, but donôt forget why youôre here.  Take your 

time and pray- these are the words I would say. 

 From one simple life to another, I will say, óCome find peace in the Father.ô  Be 

strong in the Lord and never give up hope.  Youôre going to do great things, I already know.  

Godôs got His hand on you so, donôt live life in fear.  Forgive and forget, but donôt forget why 

youôre here.  Take your time and pray- these are the words I would say.ò 


